API enquiry for the Trade-Interactive Data Dissemination Service (Trade-IDDS)

As from November 2018, the external merchandise trade statistics of Hong Kong in the Trade-IDDS can be accessed through the Application
Programming Interface (API). Users can construct their own Data Request (GET) link based on specific parameters and then obtain the Data
Response (JSON). Alternatively, you can first build your own tables using the Trade-IDDS and then click the View API Call button to obtain
the Data Request (GET) link.
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Please note that access to the Trade-IDDS through API is subject to usage limits which can be adjusted without prior notice.



In the following documentation, you can find the details of the Data Request parameters and some examples of the Data Request and Data

Response.

(A) Data Request Format (GET)

https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/api/get?parameters

The Parameters and the corresponding Values are given in the table below. Both the Parameters and Values case-insensitive.

Parameter Description Type Values Remark
lang Language for the mandatory EN : English Specify the textual description
descriptions in the Data (one only) TC : Traditional Chinese for parameters in the data
Response (JSON) SC : Simplified Chinese response JSON in XX language
Y Statistics mandatory VCm : Value (Monthly) Returned with the textual
(allow multiple) QCm : Quantity (Monthly) description in svDsecX X and
VCy: Value (Annual / Year-to-date) unitXX, while the value is given
QCy: Quantity (Annual / Year-to-date)  in figure
freq Frequency mandatory A :Annual
(one only) M : Monthly
period Period mandatory in range
(in range) For Annual: YYYY,YYYY
e.g. 2015,2017
For Monthly: YYYYMM,YYYYMM
e.g. 201701,201712
ttype Trade Type mandatory I :Imports Returned with the textual




(one only) 2 : Domestic exports description in ttypeDsecXX
3 :Re-exports
4 :Total exports
5  :Total trade
ALL: All
tm Transport Mode optional Nil (default or unspecified) Returned with the textual
(one only) Y :Yes description in tmDsecXX
coclass Origin class optional Nil (default or unspecified)
(one only) R :Region
C : Country/Territory
co Origin optional Nil (default or unspecified)

(allow multiple)

Region
Please refer to Annex 1

Country/Territory

Please refer to Annex 1

Max 1
Returned with the textual

description in coRegionDsecX X

Max 30
Returned with the textual

description in coDsecXX

ccclass Consignment class optional

(one only)

Nil (default or unspecified)

R :Region
C : Country/Territory




cc Consignment optional Nil (default or unspecified)
(allow multiple)
Region Max 1
Please refer to Annex 1 Returned with the textual
description in ccRegionDsecX X
Country/Territory Max 30
Please refer to Annex 1 Returned with the textual
description in ccDsec XX
codeclass Commodity Classification  optional Nil (default or unspecified)
(one only)

HKHS

HKHS2 : 2-digit (division)
HKHS4 : 4-digit (heading)
HKHS6 : 6-digit (subheading)
HKHSS8 : 8-digit (code)

SITC

SITC1  : 1-digit (section)
SITC2  : 2-digit (division)
SITC3  : 3-digit (group)
SITC5  : 5-digit (item)



EUC
EUC : End-Use Category

code Commodity codes optional Nil (default or unspecified) Returned with the textual
(allow multiple) description in codeDsecXX
HKHS Max 20

Please refer to Annex 2

SITC Max 20

Please refer to Annex 2

EUC
No need to specify

(B) Example of Data Request and Data Response
Total exports to the mainland of China, 201805-201806
https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/api/get?lang=EN&sv=VCm&freq=M&period=201805,201806&ttype=4&ccclass=C&cc=CN



Data Response (JSON)

{
"header": {

"status": {
"name": "Success",
"code": 0,
"description": "Query success",
"apiHelp": "https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/PageID/ApiSpec"

}s

"count": {
"noOfRecords": 2,
"started": "2018-11-16T09:40:06.5515961+08:00",
"finished": "2018-11-16T09:40:06.9110315+08:00",
"durationSeconds": 0.3594354

}s

"title": "Total exports by Selected Destinations, May 2018 - Jun 2018",
"tablenote": [
"The exported JSON is mainly used for data exchange, please read the corresponding footnote in the original
statistical table.",
"Adjustments relating to earlier months of a particular year are incorporated in the cumulative totals of that year
only. It follows that the sums of the monthly figures may differ from the cumulative totals.",
"Hong Kong's external merchandise trade statistics are compiled based on information contained in import/export
declarations. The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is a separate customs territory, as stated in \"The Basic Law of

the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China\". Import/export declaration is also

Header

title
footnote(s)




required of Hong Kong's merchandise trade with the mainland of China, and statistics relating to this are included in Hong
Kong's external merchandise trade statistics.",
"Figures may not add up to total due to rounding.",

"Countries of consignment with nil records is omitted."

]
s
Dataset
"dataSet": [

{ {

"freq": "M", 1% record
"period": "201805",

"ttype": 4,

"ttypeDescEN": "Total Exports",

"cc": "CN",

"ccDescEN": "THE MAINLAND OF CHINA",

"sv": "VCm",

"svDescEN": "Value (Monthly)",

"unitEN": "HKS$ '000",

"figure": "194542691"

i }

{ {
"freq": "M, 2" record
"period": "201806",

"ttype": 4,
"ttypeDescEN": "Total Exports",
"cc": "CN",

"ccDescEN": "THE MAINLAND OF CHINA",




"sv": "VCm",

"svDescEN": "Value (Monthly)",
"unitEN": "HKS$ '000",

"figure": "186190690"

} }
]
}
Status
Name Success Fail Usage limit Server busy Access denied
Code 0 1 2 3 4
Description Query success Validation error Usage limit is reached | Server is busy at this moment Access denied

(C) Other Examples of Data Request

Example 1

Imports by all origin, 2015-2017
https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/api/get?lang=EN&sv=Vcy&freq=A&period=2015,2017&ttype=1&coclass=C&co=ALL

Example 2
Imports of HKHS 1006 (Rice), 201801-201806
https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/api/get?lang=EN&sv=Vcecm&freq=M&period=201801,201806&ttype=1&codeclass=HKHS4&code=1006

Example 3
Total trade of SITC 1 (Beverages and Tobacco), 2017-2017
https://tradeidds.censtatd.gov.hk/api/get?lang=EN&sv=Vcy&freq=A&period=2017,2017&ttype=5&codeclass=SITC1&code=1




Annex 1

Region (in no particular order)

API Code Region B X3
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5 MIDDLE EAST HER 7R
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Country/Territory (in no particular order)

API Code Country/Territory Bz & EZx / #X
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Annex 2

HKHS
Volume One
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX001 1 &scode=230

Volume Two
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0012&scode=230

Excel
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX 0023 &scode=230

SITC
Booklet and Excel
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/ElndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0003 &scode=230
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https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0011&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0011&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0011&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0012&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0012&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0012&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0023&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0023&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0023&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0003&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0003&scode=230
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/EIndexbySubject.html?pcode=B2XX0003&scode=230

